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F. Scott Fitzgerald
Few writers conveyed the spirit of the roaring
twenties as accurately as F. Scott Fitzgerald. In
this program, writer Jay McInerny, Fitzgerald
biographer Scott Donaldson, and others talk
about Fitzgerald’s life, writing, and marriage 
to the ill-fated Zelda. Fitzgerald’s ascent to the
dizzying heights of Paris literary society and 
later failure as a Hollywood screenwriter are doc-
umented. The dissolution of his brief friendship
with Ernest Hemingway is attributed to
Hemingway’s criticism of Fitzgerald’s failure to
fully develop his writing talent. Excerpts from
The Romantic Egoist, This Side of Paradise, The
Great Gatsby, Tender Is the Night, and The Last
Tycoon illuminate Fitzgerald’s unique writing
style. Letters from Zelda underscore the couple’s
tragic and superficial existence—Fitzgerald’s alco-
holism and Zelda’s own mental illness. A BBC
Production. (52 minutes) © 1996 ©M ‡

Recommended by California Instructional
Technology Clearinghouse.

$99.95 • DVD OWF7360-KS • VHS OWF7360-A 

EON DEMAND

The Great Gatsby
What lies at the heart of America’s perennial
fascination with Jay Gatsby and his world? In
this program, Jackson Bryer, of the University 
of Maryland; Henry Allen, culture critic for
The Washington Post; writers Alfred Kazin and
Tobias Wolff; Sam Waterston, costar in the
1974 production of The Great Gatsby; and
others discuss F. Scott Fitzgerald, Gatsby, and
the Jazz Age. Topics include characterization
and symbolism in the novel as well as social
stratification, consumerism, and the cult of
celebrity in American society. Stills and film
clips from movie and TV adaptations combine
with archival footage and photos to provide a
sense of time and place. A Discovery
University Production. (53 minutes)
© 1997 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF11314-KS • VHS OWF11314-A 

EON DEMAND

NOW with Bill Moyers: 
Horton Foote on Contemporary Drama
One of America’s leading dramatists, Horton
Foote has accumulated a wealth of professional
honors over his 60-plus-year career—the National
Medal of Arts, two Oscars, a Pulitzer Prize, and
election to the Theatre Hall of Fame, to name
only a few. In this program, Bill Moyers talks
with Foote about his new play The Carpetbagger’s
Children and three concepts that had a distinct
influence on it: family, memory, and home. In
the process, they open a window on what it is
like to be a writer for stage and screen as they
discuss topics ranging from the art of storytelling
to the dynamics of the creative process.
Biographical background on how Foote got his
start as an actor and a dramatist is also included.
(43 minutes) © 2003 C ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF32558-KS • VHS OWF32558-A 

EON DEMAND

Robert Frost: An American Poet
Often considered a “New England poet,” Robert
Frost emerges in his work as a universal voice.
Filmed with the cooperation of Frost as part of
the CBS NEWS series Accent, this vintage televi-
sion broadcast presents a portrait of the poet in
his own words, along with remarks President
John F. Kennedy recorded for the program in
early 1961. A haunting pictorial essay unfolds
while Frost comments on his art and his country.
He reads such poems as “The Gift Outright,”
“Mending Wall,” “Birches,” and “Stopping by
Woods on a Snowy Evening.” Produced by CBS
NEWS. (25 minutes, b&w) © 1961 ©M
$149.95 • DVD OWF29557-KS • VHS OWF29557-A 

EON DEMAND

Charlotte Perkins Gilman: 
The Yellow Wallpaper
Touted as one of the first major
feminist writers, Charlotte Perkins

Gilman spent her life fighting to liber-
ate women from the yoke of domesticity. This is
a stunning BBC dramatization of Gilman’s autobi-
ographical account of a woman driven to
madness by the repressive mores of Victorian cul-
ture. Stephen Dillon as the husband, John, and
Julia Watson as the despondent heroine give stel-
lar performances in this production directed by
the BBC’s John Clive. (76 minutes) © 1989 ©M ‡

$149.95 • DVD OWF8271-KS • VHS OWF8271-A 

EON DEMAND

A Personal Journey with Gish Jen, Author
Born and raised in the United States, Gish Jen
has become a leading literary voice of the
Chinese American experience. In this program,
Bill Moyers talks with the critically acclaimed
writer, whose novels and short stories are known
for their humorous and incisive edge. 
(15 minutes) © 2003 C ©M
$29.95 • DVD OWF31776-KS • VHS OWF31776-A 

EON DEMAND
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A Raisin in the Sun: 
Character Studies Conversations
Hosted by Eli Wallach, this program
dissects Lorraine Hansberry’s A

Raisin in the Sun through the sharp
insights of actors and directors who have drama-
tized it on stage and screen. The first theatrical
production to realistically portray the daily lives
of a contemporary African-American family. A
viewable/printable instructor’s guide is available
online. A Films for the Humanities & Sciences
Production. (51 minutes) © 2008 C ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF38813-K • VHS OWF38813-A 

EON DEMAND

Nathaniel Hawthorne
In this program, three leading Hawthorne scholars
use The Scarlet Letter and several Hawthorne short
stories to explore issues of interpretation and liter-
ary analysis. Each work is discussed in relation to
American culture and political events. Significant
details of Hawthorne’s life are also illuminated.
Experts include Millicent Bell, a leading Hawthorne
scholar; Professor Larry Reynolds, President of 
the Hawthorne Society; and Professor Brenda
Wineapple, author of a biography on Hawthorne.
(29 minutes) © 1998 ©M
Recommended by Booklist.
$169.95 • DVD OWF7512-KS • VHS OWF7512-A 

EON DEMAND

Nathaniel Hawthorne: 
“Young Goodman Brown”
Was there evil lurking in the gloomy
New England woods the night that

young Goodman Brown went on his
secret errand? Or did he bring the evil with him,
locked within his own heart? This program fea-
tures an outstanding adaptation of Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s classic tale—shot on location in 
historic Salem—that deftly captures the story’s
mystery and menace. In addition, a discussion of
the life of Hawthorne and the Salem witch trials
provides the historical context for this dark gem 
of American fiction. (43 minutes) © 1999 ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF10200-KS • VHS OWF10200-A 

EON DEMAND

The Scarlet Letter: A Romance
A masterpiece of American literature and a classic
moral study, The Scarlet Letter is a work whose
intensity remains undiminished by time or chang-
ing values. In this program, Nina Baym, of the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign;
Lawrence Buell, of Harvard University; Carol
Karlsen, of the University of Michigan; and
Charles Hambrick-Stowe, of the Lancaster
Theological Seminary, explore the secret places 
of the heart in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s tale of pri-
vate truths and public appearances. Background
on Hawthorne and colonial New England is also
included, as are dramatizations of pivotal scenes
from the story. A Discovery  University
Production. (48 minutes) © 1995 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF32888-KS • VHS OWF32888-A 

EON DEMAND

Catch-22
Catch-22, a classic among antiwar satires,
added a dark new term to the English lan-
guage and became an anti-establishment icon
of the Vietnam War generation. This program,
filmed in 1995, brings together Joseph Heller,
Art Buchwald, Bill Mauldin, Catch-22 director
Mike Nichols, Alan “Yossarian” Arkin, members
of Heller’s own wartime bomber squadron,
and others to unravel the novel’s characters
and the attitudes and institutions they repre-
sent. With more than 10 million copies sold
worldwide, Yossarian unquestionably lives.
Some content may be objectionable. A
Discovery University Production. (51 minutes)
© 1995 ©M
$149.95 • DVD OWF32879-KS • VHS OWF32879-A 

EON DEMAND

Ernest Hemingway
A Farewell to Arms, For Whom the Bell Tolls, The
Old Man and the Sea. These titles immediately
bring to mind the adventurous life of their 
Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Ernest
Hemingway. This program explores his life and
literary psyche through the eyes of those who
knew him. As the program progresses, the many
identities of Hemingway are revealed: husband,
journalist, World War I ambulance driver, Spanish
freedom fighter, African big game hunter, and
Paris literary expatriate. Hemingway’s fascination
with bullfighting is examined as a fixation with
death. His final days in Cuba and tragic suicide in
the 1960s conclude the program. A BBC
Production. (53 minutes) © 1996 ©M ‡

$99.95 • DVD OWF7362-KS • VHS OWF7362-A 

EON DEMAND

Ernest Hemingway: 
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”
Each night since he attempted suicide, the old
man has come to the café—a clean, well-lighted
place—to get drunk, staying until closing time at
2:30 a.m. But on this night, the younger of the
two waiters turns the old man out an hour early,
anxious to go home to his wife. How might this
confident young man feel if he knew that his
somewhat older coworker is also looking for a
clean, well-lighted place? This 1994 dramatization
of Hemingway’s much-anthologized short story
about the human need for an outpost in the
darkness makes a powerful existential statement
about the insufficiency of religion as a source of
comfort. (15 minutes) © 1994
$149.95 • DVD OWF10214-KS • VHS OWF10214-A 

EON DEMAND Go to films.com for pricing options.
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This outstanding two-part series brings
together an excellent production of Langston
Hughes’ short story “Salvation” and thought-
provoking interviews with author Alice
Walker and Hughes biographer Arnold
Rampersad. ©M
EON DEMAND

Langston Hughes: “Salvation”
This program presents a dramatization of
Langston Hughes’ autobiographical story of how
his aunt’s well-meaning efforts to bring Jesus
into his life backfired. (31 minutes) © 2002

Accepted to the 2003 International
Cinematographers Guild Showcase 
of Short Films Series.

Highly recommended by 
Educational Media Reviews Online.

$149.95 • DVD OWF30667-KS • VHS OWF30667-A 

Langston Hughes: His Life and Times
In this program, Pulitzer Prize-winner Alice
Walker and renowned Langston Hughes biogra-
pher Arnold Rampersad talk about “The Poet
Laureate of Harlem” with award-winning film-
maker Bruce Schwartz. (26 minutes) © 2003
$149.95 • DVD OWF31533-KS • VHS OWF31533-A 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 2-part series today!
List Price: $299.90
Special Discount Price: $254.95
DVD OWF31532-KS • VHS OWF31532-A 

David Henry Hwang
David Henry Hwang has experienced stereotyp-
ing firsthand. Today, he dedicates his work as 
a successful dramatist to dispelling those hack-
neyed portrayals of Asian-Americans that he
encountered in his youth. In this program, ABC
News correspondent John Yang interviews the
Tony Award-winning playwright who brought 
M. Butterfly to Broadway and whose latest 
effort, a contemporary version of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Flower Drum Song, renovates 
and reshapes the roles of the characters in the
musical. (21 minutes) © 2002 C ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF31139-KS • VHS OWF31139-A 

EON DEMAND

Jack Kerouac
Jack Kerouac, cult writer of the
Beat generation, remains an
American icon. This documentary

focuses on the creative pinnacle of
his life—63 days spent as a fire warden on
Desolation Peak in Washington State. Examining
the time through photos and the commentary 
of those who knew
him, the program
illuminates Kerouac’s
previous work, while
prefiguring his later
spiral into alcoholism.
This is a moving film
essay on the unful-
filled ambitions of
one of America’s
great avant-garde
literary figures. 
(51 minutes) © 1997
$149.95 • DVD OWF7959-KS • VHS OWF7959-A 

EON DEMAND Go to films.com for pricing options.

Working Toward Salvation
LANGSTON HUGHES

best
seller!

Zora Neale Hurston: A Heart with Room for Every Joy
“I have the strength to walk my own path, no matter how hard, in my search for reality,
and not cling to the splendid wagon of desperate illusions.” A writer of novels, short sto-
ries, folktales, plays, and essays, Zora Neale Hurston combined a hunger for research and a

desire to penetrate the deepest of popular beliefs with a truly exquisite narrative talent. This
illuminating biography of Hurston—a compelling story of a free spirit who achieved national promi-
nence yet died in obscurity—examines the rich legacy of her writings, which include Mules and Men,
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Tell My Horse, and Dust Tracks on a
Road. Interviews with Lucy Anne Hurston, Zora’s niece and author
of the biography Speak, So You Can Speak Again, and with Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., W. E. B. DuBois Professor of the Humanities at
Harvard University, are featured. The program amply demonstrates
that Hurston truly had, as it said in her high school yearbook, 
“A heart with room for every joy.” A Films for the Humanities 
& Sciences Production. (42 minutes) © 2005 C ©M
2006 Bronze Telly Award
Chris Statuette, Columbus International Film & Video Festival
“An interesting and well-done presentation.”

—Library Journal
$149.95 • DVD OWF34681-K • VHS OWF34681-A 

EON DEMAND

best
seller!
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One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
In this program, Ken Kesey, Kesey scholar John
Clark Pratt, psychiatrist and critic Frank Pittman,
Rolling Stone’s Jann Wenner, 1960s icon Wavy
Gravy, and others set One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest—an indictment of Eisenhower 
Era conformity—within the context of its times.
Together they talk about the novel, the Academy
Award-winning movie, and Kesey’s role as
leader of the Merry Pranksters and star of the
West Coast psychedelic scene. Producer Saul
Zaentz, director Milos Forman, and Louise
Fletcher (Nurse Ratched) describe the making 
of the movie. The influence of Cuckoo’s Nest
on mental hospital reform is also considered. 
A Discovery University Production. (51 minutes)
© 1998 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF11506-KS • VHS OWF11506-A 

EON DEMAND

Maxine Hong Kingston 
and the Road Back from Vietnam
Facing the reality of what happened in Southeast
Asia—and bringing others together to reconcile
with it—has become the life work of novelist
Maxine Hong Kingston, who teaches Buddhism
and creative writing to Vietnam veterans. “In 
the workshops, [they] break out of the solipsism,
the narcissism, the isolation,” says Professor
Kingston, who was awarded the National
Humanities Medal by President Clinton. In this
program, Professor Kingston explores the causes
and effects of alienation from one’s country in a
journey to France in 1996 to meet with Thich
Nhat Hahn, who was a strong presence at the
Paris talks that later produced the peace accords
ending the Vietnam War. (53 minutes) © 1996
$169.95 • DVD OWF10088-KS • VHS OWF10088-A 

Bill Moyers Journal: 
Maxine Hong Kingston on Peace and War
For 15 years, National Humanities Medalist
Maxine Hong Kingston has been working with
veterans—soldiers from World War II, from
Vietnam, and now, from Iraq—to convert the
ghosts of war into the poetry, fiction, and non-
fiction that Kingston believes will help them
survive. In this program, Bill Moyers speaks 
with Kingston about her book Veterans of War,
Veterans of Peace, an anthology called “powerful
and finely written” by the Chicago Tribune. This
timely work is the distilled wisdom of warriors
and their loved ones expressing themselves with
breathtaking artistry and truth. Broadcast date:
May 25, 2007. (58 minutes) © 2007 C ©M
“Powerful and finely written.”—Chicago Tribune
“No one I know personally has done more to help

veterans themselves bear witness to unspeakable
experience than Maxine Hong Kingston.”
—Bill Moyers

$169.95 • DVD OWF37441-KS • VHS OWF37441-A 

EON DEMAND

In Context: To Kill a Mockingbird
In Monroeville, Alabama, Harper
Lee’s model for Maycomb, To Kill
a Mockingbird is celebrated as a

tribute to Southern life. This hard-
edged program juxtaposes white and black
experiences in the racially segregated South of
the 1930s–1960s to deepen the understanding of
the novel’s portrayal of racial tension and tolerat-
ed judicial bias. Interviews, archival footage, and
photographs combine to illustrate the realities of
segregation, lynching, white supremacy, injustice
in the courts, and the Civil Rights movement.
Dramatic readings from the novel and a power-
ful rendering of a blues song about lynching
provide additional poignancy. A BBC
Production. (20 minutes) © 1997 ©M ‡

$149.95 • DVD OWF8859-KS • VHS OWF8859-A 

EON DEMAND

The Naked and the Dead
Called the quintessential novel of World War II,
The Naked and the Dead portrays army life as a
remorseless struggle for power in which there
are no heroes—only casualties and survivors. In
this program, Norman Mailer candidly discusses
his life and his most famous book. Analyses by
Mailer biographer Robert Lucid; director Oliver
Stone; Harry Summers, of the Army War College;
and others provide insights into the novel, life 
in the U.S. during the Great Depression and
World War II, and the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
Newsreel footage and dramatizations capture the
essence of jungle warfare in the Pacific theater.
A Discovery University Production. (53 minutes)
© 1998
$149.95 • DVD OWF11507-KS • VHS OWF11507-A 

c Closed Captioned     a Audio Description     ©M Video Clip Online     ‡ Not Available in Canada
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Moby
Dick

Almost forgotten at the time of its author’s
death, Moby Dick has risen in stature to
become an enduring icon of American litera-
ture. This video/CD-ROM combination neatly
deconstructs Melville’s profound symbolic
study of good and evil. © 1997

Herman Melville: Moby Dick
Moby Dick, Melville’s classic sea tale of revenge
and spiritual depravity, has earned its exalted
status and its ranking as one of the most studied
works in the canon of American literature. This
program brings together leading Melville scholars
to analyze this important work, and investigates
the life of the man who wrote it from literary,
philosophical, and social perspectives. Topics
include the influence of the Bible, Shakespeare,
Emerson, Hawthorne, and Melville’s own con-
flicted life, from his father’s bankruptcy to his
adventures as a sailor in Polynesia. Themes
include the universal brotherhood of man, 
the malignancy lurking within nature, and the
nihilistic quality of the color white. (41 minutes) 

Recommended by Booklist.
$169.95 • DVD OWF7510-KS • VHS OWF7510-A 

Herman Melville’s Moby Dick
Melville’s soaring prose and master-
ful characterization come to life in this excellent
scholarly resource. Featuring:
• complete text of Moby Dick (Newberry

edition), unabridged and fully searchable 
by word or phrase

• Melville’s essay, “Hawthorne and His Mosses,”
and a selection of Melville correspondence

• analyses by Professors Walter E. Bezanson 
and John Bryant, Melville biographer Laurie
Robertson-Laurent, and Stuart Frank, Director
of the Kendall Whaling Museum

• philosophical influences: American
Transcendentalism, Plato’s Phaedo, Bayle’s
Dictionary, Thomas Carlyle, and Montaigne

• literary influences: Shakespeare, the King
James Bible, Milton, Sir Thomas Browne, 
and cetological sources

• video clips covering Melville’s early life, inter-
pretations of key events, and literary contexts
(Calvinism, Melville and gender, use of pictori-
alism, Hawthorne)

• hyperlinks that allow users to gloss thousands
of words and phrases to learn definitions,
etymologies, geographical locations, and the
meanings of puns and allusions

• Ishmael’s Picture Gallery, with annotated
period prints

• annotated bibliography
Can be used with both Windows and Macintosh. 

Recommended by Library Journal.
$149.95 • CD-ROM OWF7509-R 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 2-part series today!
List Price: $319.90
Special Discount Price: $271.95
DVD OWF10198-KS • VHS OWF10198-A 

EON DEMAND Go to films.com for pricing options.

Arthur Miller and The Crucible
In the 1950s, Senator Joseph
McCarthy set up the Un-American
Activities Committee to combat the

growing “threat” of communism in
the U.S. Playwright Arthur Miller was one of
many writers summoned to testify at this political
witch-hunt. Miller, who was nearly ruined, said
that until that time he had not understood the
“inexplicable darkness” that prevented people
from seeing evil and denouncing it—the central
theme in The Crucible, based on the Salem witch
trials. Interweaving rarely seen excerpts from the
BBC production of the play with dramatizations
of congressional hearing testimony, this powerful
documentary highlights fundamental themes in
common with both, and their influence on the
playwright’s development. A BBC Production.
(29 minutes) © 1981 ©M ‡

$99.95 • DVD OWF7294-KS • VHS OWF7294-A 

EON DEMAND

Arthur Miller: An Interview
In this exclusive interview, Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright Arthur Miller speaks about his life
and career. Beginning in New York, Miller traces
his early years through the Great Depression,
offering insights into how this lean time influ-
enced his work. A portion of the program is
devoted to a discussion of the 1950s McCarthy
hearings and their impact on the development of
Miller’s masterwork, The Crucible. Film excerpts
from Death of a Salesman, After the Fall, and
A View from the Bridge are interwoven with
Miller’s observations on the political and poetic
nature of his plays, and on the art of writing. 
A BBC Production. (76 minutes) © 1987 ©M ‡

$149.95 • DVD OWF7295-KS • VHS OWF7295-A 

EON DEMAND

CD-ROMCD-ROM & VIDEO SET
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Toni Morrison: A Writer’s Work
Toni Morrison exists in two worlds: the visible
world, bustling around her, and the world of her
novels, whose characters tell about an interior
reality hidden from the eyes of strangers. In her
work, Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison has
transported millions of readers into the experi-
ence of being black in America and confronting
the realities of race. In this program with Bill
Moyers, Morrison discusses the characters in her
work, the people in her life, the power of love,
and how the invented world of fiction connects
to life. (52 minutes) © 1990 C ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF4996-KS • VHS OWF4996-A 

EON DEMAND

Toni Morrison Uncensored
In this compelling program, world-renowned
author Toni Morrison candidly answers questions
regarding how she became a writer, the pain of
empathizing with her characters, the sensual
nature of her novels, and how it felt to win the
Nobel Prize. In addition, she pulls no punches
discussing how she first became aware of 
her racial otherness, how writing for a black
audience has kept her work from becoming
derivative, the societal uses of racism, and how
racism leads to barbarism when individuals abdi-
cate their humanity. (30 minutes) © 1998 ©M
Highly recommended by MC Journal.
$149.95 • DVD OWF8860-KS • VHS OWF8860-A 

EON DEMAND

Flannery O’Connor
Flannery O’Connor is often likened to Faulkner
for her portrayal of the character and lifestyle 
of the South, Kafka for her fascination with the
bizarre, and Beckett for her dark humor—com-
parisons that underscore the fact that her voice
has a unique place in the canon of American
literature. This program provides a biographical
sketch of O’Connor that illuminates her efforts 
to come to terms with what she perceived as the
fundamental absurdity of the human condition
while never shying away from incendiary 
social issues. Readings from Wise Blood, “The
Displaced Person,” “The River,” “The Life You
Save May Be Your Own,” and “Revelation” are
included. (21 minutes) © 2004 ©M
Recommended by 

Educational Media Reviews Online.
$99.95 • DVD OWF33354-K • VHS OWF33354-A 

EON DEMAND

Eugene O’Neill: Long Day’s Journey into Night
This critically acclaimed production of Eugene
O’Neill’s autobiographical, Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama unfolds over the course of a single day as
the Tyrone family unflinchingly confronts its old-
est, most haunting secrets. At the center of that
maelstrom of blame, anger, and self-deception
are moments of incredible compassion, pity, and
love—and, behind it all, the profound tragedy
that binds the family together. This paean to
great theater and the classics translates to the
screen with luminous warmth and inspired skill,
resulting in a production that ranks high among
screen adaptations of major stage works. 
(3 hours) © 1996 ©M
Gold Award, Worldfest,

Houston International Film Festival
Best Canadian Feature Film,

Toronto International Film Festival
$199.95 • DVD OWF9046-KS • VHS OWF9046-A 

EON DEMAND

c Closed Captioned     a Audio Description     ©M Video Clip Online     ‡ Not Available in Canada
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Published in 1961, “I Stand Here Ironing”
is arguably Tillie Olsen’s most famous
short story. This insightful two-part series
pairs a dramatization with an author inter-
view for a deep look into an engrossing
stream-of-consciousness narrative. C ©M
EON DEMAND

Tillie Olsen: “I Stand Here Ironing”
This moving dramatization of Tillie Olsen’s
frequently anthologized “I Stand Here
Ironing” is an unvarnished exploration of an
impoverished single mother’s ambivalence
toward her worth as a parent and her 19-
year-old daughter’s future. Rich in subtext,
the highly metaphorical story—penned in a
stark and dramatic fashion devoid of cliché
and sentimentality—concludes on a hopeful,
or at least prayerful, note. (33 minutes)
© 2005

2006 Silver Telly Award
Silver Plaque, Chicago International Film

Festival, Arts & Culture Category
$149.95 • DVD OWF33874-K • VHS OWF33874-A 

Tillie Olsen Discusses 
“I Stand Here Ironing”
“Can you imagine? That woman went on for
pages just about ironing. Standing there iron-
ing!” said an unimaginative judge about Tillie
Olsen’s short story, submitted in a competi-
tion for a fellowship at Stanford University.
Olsen credits that fellowship, which she won,
as the catalyst that transformed her back 
nto a professional writer after 20 years of
motherhood. In this interview conducted by
historian Peter Carroll, Tillie Olsen—known
for her powerful writings about the inner
lives of the working poor, women, and
minorities—discusses her autobiographical
“Help Her to Believe,” serendipitously
renamed “I Stand Here Ironing.” 
(18 minutes) © 1998
$99.95 • DVD OWF9139-K • VHS OWF9139-A 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 2-part series today!
List Price: $249.90
Special Discount Price: $212.45
DVD OWF33873-K • VHS OWF33873-A 

“Superman and Paula Brown’s 
New Snowsuit” by Sylvia Plath
When the innocence of childhood is confronted
with the harsh world of reality, only an uncle’s
trust and love can assuage the betrayal experi-
enced by a disillusioned narrator. In this
program, Emmy Award-winning actress Edie
Falco narrates Sylvia Plath’s largely autobio-
graphical tale of adolescence set at the start of
World War II. Insightful commentary by poet
Claire Pollard complements dramatic reenact-
ments of scenes from the story. (25 minutes)
© 2000
$149.95 • DVD OWF31278-KS • VHS OWF31278-A 

Poe’s Tales of Terror
In this riveting program, the tragedy-laden life
and literary genius of Edgar Allan Poe are
explored by Poe biographers Jeffrey Meyers and
Kenneth Silverman; Joan Dayan, author of Fables
of Mind: An Inquiry into Poe’s Fiction; J. Gerald
Kennedy, of Louisiana State University; writers
Ray Bradbury and Poppy Z. Brite; filmmaker
Wes Craven; and Jeff Jerome, curator of The
Baltimore Poe House and Museum. Their insight-
ful commentary, combined with reenactments of
scenes from Poe’s life and dramatized synopses
of “The Pit and the Pendulum,” “The Fall of the
House of Usher,” “The Raven,” “Ligeia,” and
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” makes this documentary
an essential part of any survey of 19th-century
American literature or genre fiction. A Discovery
University Production. (50 minutes) © 2001 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF29970-KS • VHS OWF29970-A 

EON DEMAND

EON DEMAND Go to films.com for pricing options.

To receive select series 
pricing, use offer code

OWF when ordering.
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This group of programs
is intended to help

students understand
the Poe they have
read. The presen-
ter is Conrad
Pomerleau, whose
one-man shows 

of Poe’s work have
found enthusiastic

audiences around the
country. Staged to recreate Poe’s drawing
room, with Pomerleau dressed and made up
to resemble Poe, the programs focus on the
works themselves and their relationship to
the poet/critic/fantasist/ innovator/superb
stylist who wrote them. ©M
EON DEMAND

“The Raven” and Other Poems
$99.95 • DVD OWF1699-KS • VHS OWF1699-A 

The Tell-Tale Heart
$99.95 • DVD OWF1700-KS • VHS OWF1700-A 

The Black Cat
$99.95 • DVD OWF1701-KS • VHS OWF1701-A 

The Cask of Amontillado
$99.95 • DVD OWF1702-KS • VHS OWF1702-A 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 4-part series today!
List Price: $399.80
Special Discount Price: $339.85
DVD OWF1262-KS • VHS OWF1262-A 

“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe
Filmed in Gothic monochrome and recited in
lively fashion by British actor Joss Ackland,
Edgar Allan Poe’s classic short story of premedi-
tated evil comes alive in this engaging program.
Supplementing the dramatization, writer and film
director Neil Jordan discusses the story’s power-
ful imagery, particularly that of the eye and the
heartbeat, along with Poe’s lasting influence. 
(25 minutes) © 2000 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF31277-KS • VHS OWF31277-A 

EON DEMAND

Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”
“The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne
as best I could, but when he ventured upon
insult, I vowed revenge.” So speaks Montresor in
this faithful rendition of Edgar Allan Poe’s chill-
ing story of a murderous trap irresistibly baited
with fine wine and flattery. Strong performances
and outstanding cinematography make this clas-
sic program—an object of considerable critical
acclaim at film festivals—an excellent introduc-
tion to the work of the master of the American
gothic genre. (17 minutes) © 1998 C ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF33392-KS • VHS OWF33392-A 

EON DEMAND

c Closed Captioned     a Audio Description     ©M Video Clip Online     ‡ Not Available in Canada

Ezra Pound
Ezra Pound wielded tremendous influence on the 20th
century’s literature while he cut a controversial path
through its politics. His challenge, “make it new,” became
Modernism’s touchstone. This program follows his life’s
extraordinary course, from his collaborations with Yeats
and Eliot through his years of detention at St. Elizabeths
Hospital. A wealth of photographs and manuscripts is
blended with readings from his letters, essays, and poems,
including “Meditatio,” “In a Station of the Metro,” and
selections from his epic work, The Cantos. (20 minutes)
© 2004 C ©M
$149.95 • DVD OWF32795-K • VHS OWF32795-A 

EON DEMAND
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The Jungle
Disguised as a butcher, Upton Sinclair risked 
his life in a modern hell to write the awful
truth about Chicago meatpacking plants and
the dangers they posed to workers and con-
sumers alike. This program weaves dramatic
reenactments of scenes from Sinclair’s muck-
raking exposé, The Jungle, with reportage on
the alarming contemporary relevance of the
book that raised an outcry from the American
public a century ago. Critics and experts ana-
lyze the book as both a work of literature
and a catalyst of food industry reform. FDA
and USDA officials comment on The Jungle’s
continuing importance in the light of periodic
listeriosis fatalities. The occupational hazards
of the poultry industry are similarly discussed.
A Discovery University Production. 
(51 minutes) © 2000

Recommended by Booklist.
$99.95 • DVD OWF11899-KS • VHS OWF11899-A 

World of Ideas: Susan Sontag
The late Susan Sontag was not a photographer,
yet her famous book On Photography is required
reading in almost every serious photography
course in the world. Her novels and nonfiction
books such as Illness as a Metaphor have been
translated into a score of languages. And she
also wrote and directed films and plays. In this
program, the renowned writer and human rights
activist talks with Bill Moyers about Regarding
the Pain of Others, her book on war and how
the images of war affect people’s perception of
reality, and other aspects of her life and career.
(49 minutes) © 2003 C ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF32215-KS • VHS OWF32215-A 

EON DEMAND

In Context: Of Mice and Men
John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, a portrait of
friendship and loneliness, is a tribute to the half
million who headed to California in search of
work and the American dream. In this program,
Dr. Susan Shillinglaw of the Center for Steinbeck
Studies discusses labor exploitation in the Salinas
valley during the Depression era to reinforce 
an appreciation of the precarious lifestyle faced
by migrant laborers. Passages from the novella;
interviews and archival footage and photos of
Wall Street, FDR, the Dust Bowl, and the 1936
lettuce strike; and an excerpt from Woody
Guthrie’s Bound for Glory add depth to this
powerful study. A BBC Production. (20 minutes)
© 1997 ©M ‡

$149.95 • DVD OWF8858-KS • VHS OWF8858-A 

EON DEMAND

Henry David Thoreau: In His Own Words
Filmed on location in and around Concord,
Cambridge, and Cape Cod, this delightful pro-
gram brings Henry David Thoreau’s Walden and
“Civil Disobedience” to life through the captivat-
ing delivery of Thoreau impersonator Jeffrey
Hyatt. Long passages, as expressed by Hyatt,
capture the energy and intensity of Thoreau’s
words, while presenter James H. Bride II and
Thoreau specialists Lawrence Buell, Robert
Richardson, and Joel Myerson provide commen-
tary on the works, Thoreau’s life, and the times
in which he lived. (32 minutes) © 2004 C ©M
Recommended by

Educational Media Reviews Online.
$149.95 • DVD OWF33383-KS • VHS OWF33383-A 

EON DEMAND

Walden
Seamlessly blending expert analysis with on-
screen quotations and dramatized scenes of
Henry David Thoreau’s life, this program
thoroughly examines Walden—its historical
significance, spiritual interpretations, and 
ongoing relevance to contemporary concerns.
Commentary on the author, industrialization 
and materialism, the abolitionist movement, 
the Transcendentalists, and “Civil Disobedience”
is provided by Thoreau scholars Robert
Richardson, Thomas Blanding, and Richard
Lebeaux; Elizabeth Witherell, editor-in-chief of
The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau series; Ray
Gerke, of the Concord Free Public Library; and
others. A Discovery University Production. 
(53 minutes) © 1997 ©M
Recommended by Booklist.
$99.95 • DVD OWF11338-KS • VHS OWF11338-A 

EON DEMAND

The Life and Legend of Sojourner Truth
As with many historic American figures of 
the 19th century, Sojourner Truth’s story is
incomplete and somewhat mythical, a fact com-
pounded by her having been born a slave. This
detailed program traces the lifelong odyssey of 
a woman who literally walked out of bondage,
changed her name in 1843, and traveled the
country as an abolitionist and women’s rights
advocate. Along the way she would meet
Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln and be
further cast into fable by Harriet Beecher Stowe.
Interviews with scholars and dramatic readings
from Truth’s speeches and autobiography con-
jure more clearly a picture of this truly heroic
woman. (57 minutes) © 2000 ©M
Recommended by Booklist.
$169.95 • DVD OWF11792-KS • VHS OWF11792-A 

EON DEMAND

EON DEMAND Go to films.com for pricing options.
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Humorist, writer, lecturer, riverboat pilot,
and much else, Mark Twain is a veritable
American institution. This video/CD-ROM
combination provides an in-depth look at
Huckleberry Finn and Twain’s other signa-
ture stories. © 1998
Recommended by the Mark Twain Forum.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn:
Understanding a Classic
(34 minutes) ©M
Recommended by Media & Methods.
$169.95 • DVD OWF7968-KS • VHS OWF7968-A 

EON DEMAND

Mark Twain
Windows/Macintosh.
$149.95 • CD-ROM OWF7960-R 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 2-part series today!
List Price: $319.90
Special Discount Price: $271.95
DVD OWF10199-KS • VHS OWF10199-A 

Mark Twain: Huckleberry Finn
One of the cornerstones of Americana,
Huckleberry Finn has come under fire because 
of the language in which the runaway slave Jim
is addressed. This program provides an excellent
introduction to the book, examining the back-
ground against which it was written and drawing
parallels between events in the book and the
history of the period. Mark Twain was mildly
sympathetic to the Southern cause in the Civil
War, but he was—as Huckleberry Finn makes
very clear—deeply opposed to slavery. It is, in
fact, Twain’s championing of the individual con-
cepts of honor and morality that makes this book
so satisfying and so lasting a work. A Discovery
University Production. (50 minutes) © 1994 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF5219-KS • VHS OWF5219-A 

EON DEMAND

John Updike: “A&P”
When Queenie and her friends, dressed only
in bathing suits, enter Lengel’s A&P to buy
kipper snacks, the life of Sammy the cashier
is changed forever. This program presents a
dramatization of John Updike’s frequently
anthologized story of irony and innocence.
Updike himself comments on the story in an
interview with Donald M. Murray, columnist
for The Boston Globe and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning writer. (31 minutes) ©M
Bronze Award, WorldFest, Charleston
$169.95 • DVD OWF9137-KS • VHS OWF9137-A 

EON DEMAND

John Updike: A Childhood in the U.S.A.
In this program, 67-year-old John Updike—
renowned for his realistic yet subtle depiction
of small-town, middle-class life—talks with
candor about the
impact of the
people, places,
and events of his
childhood on his
writing. Visits 
to personal
landmarks in
Shillington and
Plowville and
numerous family
photos prompt
Updike to reflect
on topics that
range from the
lives of his par-
ents and grandparents, to his early desire 
to be an artist, to what it was like to live
through the Depression and World War II. 
He also discusses The Poorhouse Fair, Of the
Farm, and The Centaur and reads from his
autobiography, Self-Consciousness.
(44 minutes) © 2000

“A treat for literature students and public 
library audiences.”—Booklist

$169.95 • DVD OWF11729-KS • VHS OWF11729-A 

Kurt Vonnegut: So It Goes
In this interview, Kurt Vonnegut—iconoclastic
writer of science fiction and satire—discusses his
family history, how he got his start as an author,
his experiences in World War II, his obsession
with the betrayal of humankind by science, and
his vision of technology gone mad. Delving into
the psyches of his characters, he even enters
into a dialogue with his fictional alter ego,
Kilgore Trout. Dramatizations and excerpts from
Slaughterhouse-Five, Breakfast of Champions,
Cat’s Cradle, and Deadeye Dick bring the offbeat
yet vivid world of Vonnegut’s stories to life.
Contains mature themes. (61 minutes) © 1983 ©M
$99.95 • DVD OWF10494-KS • VHS OWF10494-A 

EON DEMAND

c Closed Captioned     a Audio Description     ©M Video Clip Online     ‡ Not Available in Canada

CD-ROM

Mark TwainMark Twain
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Alice Walker:
Everyday Use, Uncommon Art
This two-part series offers an in-depth
study of Alice Walker’s widely studied
short story “Everyday Use,” combining a
poignant film adaptation with a focused
interview of the author conducted by her
official biographer, Evelyn C. White.
© 2003 ©M
EON DEMAND

Recommended by Booklist.

Alice Walker: A Stitch in Time
What were Alice Walker’s motivations in
writing “Everyday Use”? In this program, the
author discusses her short story with her offi-
cial biographer, Evelyn C. White. Over the
course of the interview, Walker talks about
the autobiographical aspects of the story, the
significance of quilting to African-American
women, the perception of class differences,
and the important life lessons she wished to
explore. (23 minutes) C
$149.95 • DVD OWF32667-KS • VHS OWF32667-A 

Alice Walker: “Everyday Use”
Maggie sees the old family quilt—an heirloom
already promised to her—as something with
practical utility as well as tradition. Her educat-
ed, social activist sister wants to hang it on the
wall as folk art. With whom will their mother
side? A study in class differences and the recla-
mation of Black history, Alice Walker’s short
story “Everyday Use” is beautifully realized in
this dramatization. (26 minutes) 
$149.95 • DVD OWF32514-KS • VHS OWF32514-A 

SAVE 15%!
Purchase the 2-part series today!
List Price: $299.90
Special Discount Price: $254.95
DVD OWF32666-KS • VHS OWF32666-A 

World of Ideas: Alice Walker
A leading voice among American writers, Alice
Walker has published books of influential poetry,
novels, short stories,
essays, and criticism.
In this program, Ms.
Walker talks with Bill
Moyers about a range
of subjects, including
The Color Purple,
whose themes are as
relevant today as they
were when she wrote
the book in 1982; the
way in which her life experiences and ancestry
are reflected in her writing; and her latest collec-
tion of poems, Absolute Trust in the Goodness of
the Earth. (57 minutes) © 2003 C ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF32216-KS • VHS OWF32216-A 

EON DEMAND

Eudora Welty: “A Worn Path”
On a “bright, frozen day” in
Mississippi, 95-year-old Phoenix
Jackson makes her mythic journey

into town for the medicine her grand-
son needs. Touching upon themes of family,
love, aging, and poverty, this dramatization of
Eudora Welty’s classic story “A Worn Path” pro-
vides both a heroic image of the human spirit
enduring against tremendous odds and a
poignant commentary on the African-American
experience. An interview with Welty herself by
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Beth Henley
concludes the program. (32 minutes) © 1999 ©M
Silver Award, Worldfest, Houston
Silver Apple, National Educational 

Media Network
Bronze Plaque, Columbus International 

Film & Video Festival
Recommended by Booklist 

and School Library Journal.
$169.95 • DVD OWF9138-KS • VHS OWF9138-A 

EON DEMAND

best
seller!

best
seller!
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Edith Wharton: The Sense of Harmony
A born storyteller whose novels are celebrated
for their vivid settings, satiric wit, and ironic
style, Edith Wharton was the first woman to
receive an honorary degree from Yale and to
win the Pulitzer Prize for fiction. In this program,
writer Louis Auchincloss, Wharton biographers
R. W. B. Lewis and Eleanor Dwight, historian Sir
Steven Runciman, and Wharton’s godson discuss
The House of Mirth, Ethan Frome, The Age of
Innocence, and other works. Archival photos,
period footage, Wharton’s correspondence with
Henry James, and readings from her oeuvre
complete the portrait of a complex individual
whose portrayal of society still resonates today.
(58 minutes) © 1998
$169.95 • DVD OWF10664-KS • VHS OWF10664-A 

Walt Whitman
A self-styled sketch runs, “Walt Whitman, an
American, one of the roughs, a kosmos.” He
could have added journalist, carpenter, nurse,
and one of the
greatest poets in
English. This pro-
gram presents a
unique literary
biography, tracing
Whitman’s child-
hood, various
careers, and the
evolution of the
masterpiece that
proved his lifelong
work, Leaves of
Grass. A collage of
photos, paintings, and manuscripts accompanies
excerpts of letters from Whitman and Ralph
Waldo Emerson, as well as readings from
sections of Leaves of Grass, such as “Song of
Myself,” “I Sing the Body Electric,” and “Native
Moments.” (22 minutes) © 2004 C ©M
Recommended by 

Educational Media Reviews Online.
$149.95 • DVD OWF32793-K • VHS OWF32793-A 

EON DEMAND

Our Town: Character Studies Conversations
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town is not the senti-
mental nostalgia piece most people perceive.
This program hosted by Eli Wallach offers wide-
ranging and extraordinarily deep insights into
the play from those who arguably know it best:
Our Town alumni who over the years have
brought the play to life on stage and screen. A
viewable/printable instructor’s guide is available
online. A Films for the Humanities & Sciences
Production. (68 minutes) © 2007 C ©M
“A fine choice for American studies 

and drama classes.”—School Library Journal
$169.95 • DVD OWF37235-K • VHS OWF37235-A 

EON DEMAND

August Wilson: The American
Dream, in Black and White
In this incisive program, two-time
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright

August Wilson returns home to the
Hill District of Pittsburgh in 1990 to review his
life and career. Archival footage and interviews
with Wilson, former
New York Times the-
ater critic Frank Rich,
fellow writers, and
others provide
insights into the
African-American
experience, from the
Great Black Migration
to more recent times.
Scenes from Jitney,
Ma Rainey’s Black
Bottom, Fences, Joe
Turner’s Come and
Gone, and Two Trains Running reveal the
impact of the oral tradition and the blues on
Wilson’s poetic prose, a skillful blend of art and
authenticity. (52 minutes) © 1990 ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF10089-KS • VHS OWF10089-A 

EON DEMAND

Tennessee Williams and the American South
This outstanding program traces the life of
Tennessee Williams, revisiting the locations in
the southern states that were his inspiration.
Scenes from Williams’ most memorable works,
including The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar
Named Desire, evoke the atmosphere, characters,
and conflicts of the Deep South, while footage
of a rare television interview and a dramatic
reenactment of the life of the young Tennessee
provide new insights into one of America’s
greatest playwrights. (45 minutes) © 1989 ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF9215-KS • VHS OWF9215-A 

EON DEMAND

The Glass Menagerie: 
Character Studies Conversations
Tennessee Williams’ masterpiece
The Glass Menagerie is a prime

example of the memory play in mod-
ern literature. In this program hosted by Eli
Wallach, former cast members and directors of
Menagerie discuss plot and thematic elements,
the characterization of some of theater’s most
memorable and enduring dramatic figures, and
the era in which the play was written. A view-
able/printable instructor’s guide is available
online. A Films for the Humanities & Sciences
Production. (55 minutes) © 2007 C ©M
$169.95 • DVD OWF37648-K • VHS OWF37648-A 

EON DEMAND

c Closed Captioned     a Audio Description     ©M Video Clip Online     ‡ Not Available in Canada
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New! Harold Bloom: Reading the Labyrinth
From his assault on New Criticism to his salvos against the “school of resentment,” literary
scholar Harold Bloom has fused an eloquent defense of the western canon with insightful
analysis and a rebel’s penchant for controversy. This imaginative program, the first-ever
documentary on Bloom’s far-reaching contributions to
literary criticism, ushers viewers through the complex
world of his writings, ideas, influences, and impact.
Presenting extensive commentary from Bloom himself,
the film also features detailed interviews with the
renowned Sir Frank Kermode, a long-time colleague
and sometime rival of Bloom’s, and The New School’s
Dr. Nicholas Birns, literary critic and former student of
both Bloom and Kermode. Academics who have stud-
ied Bloom’s career—including Dr. Xavier Pérez Torío of
Pompeu Fabra University and Dr. Raffaele Pinto of the
University of Barcelona—are also included. A Films for
the Humanities & Sciences Production. (60 minutes)
© 2009 C
$169.95 • DVD OWF39542-K • VHS OWF39542-A 
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